oA URED GEOGRAPEY,

ANTIOQUITIES.

WITI MATS AND ILLUSTRATIONS,

BY REV. E. P. BARROWS, D. D.

AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY,
150 NASSAU-STEEET, NEW YOREK.



Extenen, sceanling to Act of Congress, In tha your 157 4 by lha AMERICAN
Tuavs Suctksy, in the Orice of tha Librarian of Cougress ol Wasliugiod,



SACRED SEASONS OF THE HEBREWS. 601

‘salutary influence of these feasts in fostering the spirit of national
‘unity has already been considered. Chap. 22, No. 13. We now
look at them in their religious character.

8. The first of the great national festivals was the passover
(Hebrew, pesah, of which the Greek form is pascha), so called
because when the Lord smote the firstborn of Egypt he passed
over the houses of the Israelites, on whose door-posts and lintels
the blood of the paschal lamb had been sprinkled, and did not
destroy their firstborn. IExod. 12:13, 23-27. With this was
connected a feast of unleavened bread of seven days’ continuance.
Exod. 12:15; 13:06, 7; 23 :15; etec. Hence the passover itself
1s included in the term, feast of wnlcavened bread. Exod. 23:15;
34:18; Deut. 16:16; etc.

9. The festival of the passover was established in immediate
connection with the deliverance of the Israelites from the bond-
age of Egypt, and was a commemoration of that great event.
The ordinances for its first celebration are given at length in the
twelfth chapter of the book of Exodus. On the tenth day of
the month Nisan, the first month of the year, each household (or
two neighboring households when small) took a male lamb or
goat of the first year without blemish, and kept it till the four-
teenth day of the same month at evening ; when they were direct-
ed to slay it, sprinkle its blood on the two side-posts and lintel
of their doors. It was then to be eaten roasted whole with fire,
with unleavened bread and bitter herbs, and a bone of it was not
to be broken. The further direction was: “ Ye shall let nothing
remain of it until the morning: and that which remaineth of it
until the morning ye shall burm with fire. And thus shall ye eat
1t: with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your
staff in your hand: and ye shall eat it in haste: i1t is the Lord’s
passover” (vers. 10, 11). In future years several modifications
were made in the manner of celebration. The directions in ver.
11 related obviously to that particular occasion alone. After
the erection of the tabernacle the paschal lamb was slain at the
sanctuary (Deut. 16 : 6), and its blood, which at the institution of
the festival was sprinkled on the side-posts and lintel of the
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doors to defend them against the entrance of the destroying an-
gel, was sprinkled by the priests at the altar (2 Chron. 30:16;
35:11). The other ordinances—the roasting with fire, the eat-
ing with unleavened bread and bitter herbs, the injunctions to
break no bone, and leave none of the flesh till the morning—
remained valid for all time.

All circumeised males, if clean, were allowed to eat the pass-
over ; but not foreigners or hired servants. Exod.12:43-45. If
ceremonial defilement prevented any circumcised persons from
observing the festival at the regular time, they were required
to celebrate it on the fourteenth day of the second month.
Numb. 9:6, seq. The irregularity of Hezekiah’s passover con-
sisted in the fact that some ate who were not ceremonially pure.
9 Chron. 30:17-20. According to the Rabbins women were
allowed but not required to eat the passover; and that they did
partake of it is implied in the words of Josephus. Jewish War,
6. 9. 3, end. .

10. The feast of unleavened bread, which included in itself the
paschal sacrifice, lasted seven days; the first and seventh of
these being days of holy convocation, in which no manner of
servile work was allowed. On each of these seven days, more-
over, the priests offered, in addition to the daily burnt-offerings,
two young bullocks, one ram, and seven lambs, for a burnt-offer-
ing, with an accompanying oblation of flcur mingled with oil;
and one goat for a sin-offering. IExod. 12: 15-20; 13:6, 7;
23:15; 34:18; Lev. 23:5-8; Numb. 28:16-25; Deut. 16: 3-S.
That it was customary to connect voluntary peace-offerings with
the feast of unleavened bread may be inferred from 2 Chron.
35 :13, where the holy offerings, sod in pots, caldrons, and pans,
and divided among the people, must be understood to have been
peace-offerings.

11. The sacrificial character of the passover appears in the
original sprinkling of the blood on the door-posts and lintels,
and in the subsequent requirement that it should be slain at the
sanctuary, and its blood sprinkled at the altar. In this respect
it approached very nearly to the character of a peace-offering.






