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30 SEAMON XXV

de, do it with thy might™ In @ word, be thou full of feich sad
love; do good; suffer evil And herein be theu ** seadfae,
unmavable;” yes, * slways sbounding i the work of Lhe
Lovrd; forasmuch as theu kaowest that thy labour is net in yain
in the Lord"

SERMON XXV.

UPON OUR LORD'S SERMON DN THE MOUNT.

DISCOURSE Y

“ Think not that [ am come fo destroy the Law, or the Pro-
pheta; I am not come to deatroy, bet bo Jrlfi

“ For verily 1 say tunty wou, Tul heaven and varlh pas, e
Jot or onee tittle shail in o wise pass from the larw, Bl all
be fulfilled

* Wisoeosr therefore shall breck one af theae lens? eovtmina-
ments, and ahall leach wen 30, he shall be ealied the least
in the kingdow of Assvers: Bul whvaoever shall do and
terch them, the same shald be culled grent in the Ingdom
of hecven, -

“ For I eny wato you, That coeapt your righlermers ahall
excesd the righteosmiess of the Scriles and Pharisces,
we shall in no eose enter into the kingdom of heaven™
Matthew v, 1720

1. Axoxc the multitude af reproaches which fell upan Tlim
who * wan despised and rejected of men,” it conkd not faul to be
pee, that he was a veacher of movelties, a2 mtroducer of « new
veligion. ‘This might be affimeed with the more coleur, becaase
many of the expressions he had used were not common among
the Jews: Either they dad not use them at all, or not in the
game sense, not in 5o full and strong & mesning Add to this,
that the worshupping God ' ia spurt and m truth™ must slways
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appear a new religion to those who have hitherto known nething
bu culside worship, nothing but the “ forms of godlmess.”

2. And it is net improbable, some might bope it was so; that
be was abelishing the ld religion, and bringing in snother,—
ene which, they might flacter themaelves, would be an essier
way to heaven.  But oar Lond refaies, in these words, both the
vain hopes of the one, aad the groundiess ealumnies of the other.

I shall consider them m the same order a1 they fie, Lakiag
each verse for o distinct head of discourse.

1. 1. And First, * Think not [ sm come todestroy the Law,
or the Prophets: T am net come ta destroy, but to falfl™

The ritual or ceremonial law, defivered by Moses 1o the
children of Lsrael, containing all the injunctioes and ordinances
which related ta the old sscrifices and service of the Temple, our
Lord indeed did come to destroy, to disolve, and utterly sbolinh.
To this bear all the Apestles witnens: not only Darahas and
Paul, who vehemently withstood these who taught that Chris-
thams “ought to keep the law of Moses:™ {Acta xv, b 7)—e0t
only St. Peter, who termed the insisting on this, on the observ.
ance of the ritual law, & * wre pting Gud,™ asd * putiing s yoke
upon the weck of the disciples, which neither our fathen.” saich
he, “ nor we, were shle 0 bear ;"—but all the Apostlcs, elders,
sod bretheen, being sssembled with ooe sccond, (vene 22,)
declared, that o command them to keep this law, was w *'aub-
wert their souls .~ and thas *“ it seemed good to the Huly Ghase™
and w them, to lay no such bardes upon them. This ** hand-
writing of crdinances our Lord did blut cuty tske wway, and rail
to his cros.” [Verse 26.)

2 [t the moral law, contained in the Ten Commandments,
and enforeed by the Prophets, be did wot rake swmy. 1t waa nat
the design of his oymieg to vevoke any part of this. Thi wa
Law which never can be broken, which * stande fast an the fasth-
ful witneas in heaven.” The moral stands en an entirely differ
eat foundstivn from the ceremonial or ritual baw, which was only
desizned for & temporary restraint upon 3 disobedient and suff:
necked people; wheres this was fram the begmaing of the
world, heing “ written not on tables of scune,”™ but on the bearts
of all the children of men, when they came nut af the hands of
the Crestor.  And, however the Jetters ouce wrcte by the finger
of God are aow in & great measure defiiced by win, yet can they
ot wholly be blotted out, while we have wny comscicnsnesa of







